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From: Commandling Qfficer.

To The Secretary of the Navy.

Via : Commander Caribbean Sea Frontier.

Sub Ject: Repcort of the Torpedoing, Flre and Beaching
of U.3.8. ERIE.

Reference: (a) U.S.N.R. 1920, Articlie 841(2).

Enclosure: (A) Diagram 1 - Escort and Convoy Formation.

Diagram 2 - The Torpedo Hit.
(B) Diagrams 3 and 4 = Areas of Immediete Damage.
(C) Damaze by Subseguent Fire.
Statemants of Lieutenant Coumsanders D.J.
Sweeney, D.L. Rosacoe, Jr., T.FP. Lowndes,
and Ensign D.H. ladsen,
(E) Letter of Captain G.li. Rayne.
(F) Bxtraocts from Quartermasters' Notebook.

1. Subject report is submltted herewith.
As. Genaral:

il At 1733 plus 3 1/2 zone time (2103 G.C.T.) on
Hovember 12, 1942, the U.S.5. IERIE while acting as a convoy
escort was torpedoed by an enemy submarine off VWillemstad,
Curacaoc, I.W.I., in Latitude 12-05 Neorth; Longltude 6E-55
Wesat., There was cne torpedo hit on the starboard guarter
abreast Humber four six-inch gun mount, at about frame nuuber
126. The torpede expleosion wes followed, after an interval
of a few seccnds, by another explcsion of considereable in-
tensity in the same part of the ship. The second explosion
is belleved to heve resulted from the rupturing of avietion
gasolline stowaege tanks below the protective deck.

2, The ship's hull was ruptured below the waterline
Tfor a horizontel distance of about forty-five feet. The
break extended from about five feet from the Keel to an open=-
ing of sbout twenty-four feet at the maln deck line. The mein
deck was rpptured about the same dlstance fore and aft and
nearly across the shlp. The after gix-lnch gun platform and
ready ammunition rcom were badly ruptured. On the second deck
all bulkheads and partition bulkheads were ruptured for a fore
end aft distance of aebout sixty-eight feet., This included the
wardroom and wardrcom statercom country whieh limediately be-
came Tlooded with fuel oil, diesel oil, end high octane gesoline
. from about six or seven ruptured tanks.
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i Immediately followling the explosions an intense
Tuel oll, and gescline Tire enveloped the after end of the
ship. It extended from side tc side on the main deck in=
eluding the Admiral's Cabin and after six-inch ready ammuni-
tion room where the six-ineh charges soocn began to explode.
It did not reach the stern of the ship where the twenty-five
depth charges were stored. (n the second deck the fuel oil
and gascline spread throughout the wardroom and wardroom
country end the fire spreasd to this entire area. (See Enclosure
(B) Diagrams 3 and 4).

A The starboard propellor shaf't hed been broken, but
the port eangine functioned properly, and steering control was
maintained., The shlp cocmmenced listing gredually to starboard,
and settling by the stern.

i All available and usable fire fighting equipment
was brought to bear upon the fire. Loss of pressure on the
Tire system due tc & ruptured main was corrected by cutting
out the after group.

Ge The ship waes held for a time on & course across
wind in an atteupt to minimize the spreading of the flaumes
gither forward to the ready ammunition rooms or aft to the
area of the depth charge racks. The ship continued to list
heavily to starboard snd the seattling by the stern lncreased.
To prevent sinking the ship was beached at & point on the
goast of Curacac about two miles North West of Willeustad.

A looal tug Parmo, in en attempt to asaist in Tighting the
fire, became stranded te the South Eestward of the ERIE and
at a distance beyond reach of her hoses.

i Three minutes after beachiu; the fuel from the
ruptured tenks had encircled the shly with the exception of
A suall area on the port bow wihich wes down wind., The wind
wus East South East., The 'isuss from the oll fire moved
rapidly forward end spresa the fire to the ship's astructure.
YWhen the flames resached the ship's bridge the order was given
to sabendon shilp.

Be Upen reaching the beach the Commendingz UliTlcer
wos met by the Commander All JForces Aruba=-Curacac who in=
formed him that there was no further suitable fire fighting
anuipment within the area.

-2~ =



- !

U.5.5. ERIE

PG50/416-3/111-1
Seriel 051 December 9, 1942

CONFIDENTIAL

Sub ject: Report of the Terpedolng, Fire and Beaching
of U.3.8. ERIE.

=oEm B = e B B B S B B e R B mm B Em m Em mm omm wm Em Em E Em O e e

B. Surface Escort and Ilane Coverapge:

1. The escort group of this particular convoy was the
strongest that the Commanding Of'ficer of the ERILZ as Escort
Commander had ever been assoclated with in the Caribbean Area.
Up to the time of the Jjolning of s subsidiery convoy ofrl
Willemstad, Curacao, tnere had been seven vessels with scund
gear. Thrae of thesa wvessels had radar. At this Junctlion
the escort weas being lnoreased by three more vessels for the
night run through the critical aerea north of Aruba-Curacao,
Ivwo ol these added escorts were to ccocntinue with the convoy
to its destination. At the time of the torpedoing there were
eilght escorts in thelr assigned sectors about the convoy.
Four other escorts were cperating in the near vicinity. (See
Enclosure (A), Diasgram 1-?

2. Full air coverage, day end night, had been assigned
to the convoy from departure to & point 150 miles beyond the
Aruba-Curacec area. All of these planes were equipped with
radar, Three submarine contects, by the air escorts, had been

reported in the vicinity of the convoy since departing Trinldesd.
The day before arrivael Curacac a fourth report, that of a large
submarine, was plotted, and indicated that the submarine was in

a position within about 9 miles of the scheduled convoy route
for the night. The Escort Commander had dlverted the convoy
to & route South of Island Los Hogques and Bonelire Isliands end
rejolned the original route South of Curecaoc. A proposal had
bean made to the Coumander Caribbean Sea Frontier to again

divert the convoy, after Jolning of the subsidiaries ofr Wil-
lemstad, to a course South of Aruba. The aree of the convoy
routes North of Curacac and Aruba was, durlng this particuler

pericd, and as a result of recent submarine reports, considered

by the Escort Commander tc Le one of the most dangerous areas,

3. All escorts were informed as to the particular
submarine activity in the area durlng this period.

. Sound Search and Scund Conditions:

Ls Escorts were assigned arcs of sound search of
about 120° each. The order assigning arcs of search by
relative bearings 1s not available, With the number of
escorts present there was a considerable overlepping of
sound search by adjacent escorts when patrolling near the
boundaries of thelr sectors.
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2 With forumer convoys it had been the doctrine to
echo range durlng daylight and on moonlight nights, and
disten during darkness. With this convoy, echo rangling
hed been ordered for all escorts throughout the twenty=-
four hours of the day. The sound range-of-the-day at the
time oi the torpedoing is not xnown with accuracy. Sound
conditions off Curacao are reported to be poor at times,

The sound range hed been reported by the operator the evening
before as about 2700 yards. At sometime in the morning

South of Curacaoc & range of lE00 vards was obtained. Little
rellence is placed on these igures as a range at which the
presence of = submarine could be detected. Sound range-oi'-
the-day taken from a vessel in the convoy or an escort ol Known
bearing may lead to Telse conclusions. Under varying sound
conditions ranges were sonetlmes not cbteinseble on the convoy
vesselLs or other escorts whlle on assigned station.

s Just where the submarine pasased tlirough the scund
screen cannot be determined. There had boen no breaks in the
sereen or wide distences between escort vessels as sometimes
oocours when Joining up subsidiary convoys.

D. The Tﬂrgedcing:

1 A The ship was petrolling stetion at sbout 14.7
knots speed in the asuctor about 4000 to 5000 yerds shead
of the convoy. A break was noted in the surface of the
water about 1l0C0 tc 1500 yerds on the starboard beam. The
Officer-of=-the=-Deck's estimate was 2000 yards. It appeared
as though it might have been made by two Iish meving approxi-
metely parallel to the ship, though the spray thrown up and
the mactlon in the water appeared more violent. It was com-
mented thet it might be the porpeising of two torpedoes, and
if ac there was & submerine inside the screen. The Commanding
Officer gave the order to "ocome right" to investigate end
started from the wing of the bridge to glve orders regearding
the shifting of the sound search %o the direction of the pos-
gible submarine. Almost immediately the levligator, Lisutenant
Commander Roscoe, now further aft on the same wing of the
bridge reported that there appeared to be & torpedo on the
gquarter (starboard) and advised coming left. At a glance it
was evident thet a second palr of torpedoes was approaching
from the starboard quarter. The order for "hard left rudder™
was glven followed by the ordsr "full apeed."™ The Offlcer
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ol the Deck sounded the siren for collision. The sterboard
ruddexr had probably not taken eff'ect at the time the ordsr
for full left rudder was given. HReports cof the torpedoes
came in Irom lookouts, signelmen, &nd gun craws.

2. It is eatimeted that the torpedo whieh hit the
ERIE was about 500 teo 700 yards away when Tirst sighted,
The Navigator's estimate was 1000 yards. It was porpoising
when sighted and then running very shellow. It appeared to
be about four to slx feet below the surface as it approached,
and et the time it hit the ship. The head was yellow or
gopper colored, and the flask eand afterbody was heavily coated
with greass.

3. From the time it was first sighted, the torpedo
seemed to be curving very slowly to the left, the turning
radius belng mueh greater than our torpedoes when fired
with ourved fire. Just before reaching the ship the torpedo
gourse appeared to streighten cut, and it hit the starboard
quarter at an angle of ebout 135 degrees relative, The cother
torpedo of the second pair passed ghead of the ship. (See
Enolosure (A), Diagram 2.)

E. Mepneuvers After the Torpedo Hit:

1. For a few seconds the ship lost steering control
dus to loss of electric power. This was soon regained by the
gutomatlie funetioning of the euxilisry diesel generator.
Steering by euxiliery power wes an alteration performed at
a recent overheul at the liechanical Division, Balboa, Canal
Zone, The sutomatioc relays in the steering englne room had
bean more recently recelved and lnstalled by a tender a Tew
days before the torpedolng. laln electrice power was soon
reegtablished by cutilng in & generator the switech of which
had tripped out by the Jer of the explosion. The starboard
englne was inoperative due to the shalt belng broken, but
the port engine was still in use. The second boller was
reported cut in on the line after eleven minutes. The ship
was put on & ocourse about 0LC degrees.
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2a ATter initially heeling to port' by the Torce
of the lmpact, £t he ship graduslly llsted to sterboard.
The starboerd list appeared to be continually inoreasing
and the stern gredually settling.

3 The boets were launched except the motor boat
in the skids which cculd not be released because of the list.
The wounded were sent off to the shore in one boat., The other
boatas followed the ship. The plane could not be holsted out
beceuse ol the list and burning of the aif'ter guy of the plene
boocm. The Commanding Officer ordered that it be not jettisoned.

feu It was realized that the [ire area was very close
to the after magezine group, btut no infermetion was then obtain-
able &8 to whether or not the alter magazines had been flocdod.
Voluntary flooding wes not possible because of the extent of
the damaged area,

o It apg.eared that if the ship could be beachad to
prevent sinking, &nd the 1Iire coverccme, elither with or with-
out cutside help, the damege vwould be kept et a minimua,.

b4 The charts ol the Curacae¢ area showed deep wacer
up teo the Island and the probability thet the bottom was
steep to et the shore line, A hurried consultation with the
Navigator, and a glance at the cheart showed litcle choice in
location for beaching. 4 course was selected viilcih took the
ship to about the nearesi point on the shoreline, but whilich
wius well clear of Lhe harbor of Willamsted, and sufficiently
distant from a smell gebtlement or cluster of houses in the
opposite direction.

Te As the ship approeched the besch one small vesael
with loesl knowledgze geve informstion that proper beaching
on that side of the island was impossible. Another sugzested
thet the ship follow him, end indicated & bay several miles
to the northweatward,

8. The engine (port) hed been stopped es the ship
approached the shore, but was glven another ahead bell as
the lavigaetor and others on the bridge believed the ship
would founder before grounding. The list haed increased to
sbout fifteen degrees and the starboard gquerter wes under
water forward to the wardroom skylight at sbout frame 104.
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e At this moment a pateh of light eoclored water
indicated a shelf alesd end sbout a twenty degree change
ol course to port was necessary. The ship beached very
gently with port engine backing full speed. The only in-
dication of beaching was a correoction of list and trim of
the veasal.

10. The locetion of the beaching of the vessel was
most fortunate. It is apparently about the only shelf along
the scutiwest coastline of Cursecsaoc where a ship of three
hundred foot length can be suoccesafully beached,

F. Area Damaged by the EEElnsinnu:

i The demaged area of the hull was about centered
at the point of lmpect of the torpedo, &t firame 126, and about
five feet below the water line. (See Enclosure (B), Diegrams
3 and 4.) It extended from five feet from the keel, starboard,
to the maln deck, and across the main deck as shown in the
diagrams., Humber 4 six-ineh gun sagged with the explosion,
and further sagging occurred later with the weakenling and dis-
tortion of the supuorting structure by flre. The ready service
amiunition room was badly buckled, the starboard door blown coff,
and the port dcoor blown open, but ther's was ne rupture in tihe
ST3 plating. The weld at the seaw, between this plete and the
s8ide plating opened up in the area of the Admiral's Statercom.
The blast shield under number 3 six-inoh gun was blown upward.
Part of it waes carried away entirely.

2. On the second deck, compartmentsa D-202-1L, 203-L
and 205=1L were practically demolished. This was the wardroocn,
end officers' staterocom country. Loat of the partition bulk-
heeds in this area were blown out. Bulkheads and doors 2=107
and 2-99 were warped and bueckled. The compartuents halched 1n
green pencil on Diagrems 3 and 4 were ruptured and flooded.
This accounts for the great amount of fuel eoil, dlesel oil,
and gesoline that floocded the ship in the area of the hit.
Where the (7) is shown it is not konown by sctual sighting
whether or not the compartment was flooded. Inspection was
prevented due to flooded compartments above. The port shaft
alley was dry upon beaching, but was flooded when inspected
a few days leter. It 1s believed that the after megazines
were flooded. This ocould not be determined in the case of
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megezines D-402-M, 405-M end 4L06-il. The fire main in the
vieinity of the wardroom was broken and punctured in several
pleces.

s The shoek of explosion transmitted to the bridge
broke the chemical recorder, knoceked down the chart desk and
other gear, eand caused the sound gear to becowme inoperatlive,

The Fire Ares and Fire Fighting: (duclosure (B}, Diagraas 3&4)

1. Upon explosion of the torpedo und gusoline tangs,
©1l and gascline siread on the second deck from Irane 107 to
141, a fore and ai't distence of about sixby-eight fest. Fire
lomedliately spread to this entire erea. AtLempt woas made to
close the door in bulkhead %9, but it could not be closed pro-
perly due to distortion of bulkhead and door. Ilo attempt ocould
be mede to olose the door in bulkheasd 107 because of the flames
pouring through. In consequence Tire soon apread to sompert-
ment D=-201-4L, and later to C-204-L due to intense heat on
bulkheed Yy and iunproper cloging of the deor. Theso compert-
ments were wardroom statercom end ofrice country. The escape
hateh to this area Trom C-2, the auxilleary machinery spaces,
had beon eclosed immedlately to prevent spread of lire Lo these
spaces,

2e Flemes from the oll end gascvline fires poured
through the entlire rupture in the main deck structure. I[he
f'ire entered the badly ruptured number I'our ready ammunition
room, and into the Adunirel's Stetercom through & seam ripped
by the explosion. This r'ire caused Loal which scon exploded
gix=inch charges and projectilesa. They expleoded singly through=
out most of the Tire righting cperstiona. TFire hoses hed been
led out from plugs forward of the Captaln's Statercom and abreast
the galley.

e iAll availeble CO2 extingulshers were brouziht arlt.
and used in connection with the fire et the rupture in the
main deck, but proved antirely inedequete and practicelly use=
lecs for a fire of this magnltude. Fressure was temporarily
loat on the Tire nain at the time ol the Iinltial explosiecn,
due to the ruptures in the fire mein in the damagzed area.

The electricel puwips hed become inoperative because of the
tripping of the cireult breakers in the maln power system.

6- 7
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There was a period of 3 or 4 minutes before the ocut-out
valve in the fire main was olosed and before pressure

was restored. At no time was thaere more than iIrom 30

te 35 pounds pressure at the hoze nozzles used. Oniy

two hoses were i1n use from the ire main. Later a garden
type hose was Kooked up to the Iresh water spigot in the
galley and led aft and used in the c¢cabin areas. Nothing
much ocould be accomplished at the heart orf the rire because
©1' the neat and inedegquate presasure on the two 1Iire hoses.
An attempt was beling made to xeep the I'ire Irom spreading
Tforwerd on both sliaes oI the cabin decxhousa,

ks “wo ol the rour rog noz:les recently recaived on
board were brought to the scene of the Iire, but were not
conneocted to the hoses. Frevious tests had indiceted that
8 greacer pressurs was negeasary for their operation. Ian-
structions had not yet been received on the reguired pressures
and correct use of these nozzles, but it was found later
that they were a type requiring a much higher pressure, about
8u pounds, for proper functioning. All blowers were secured
except those necessary in the machinery spaces. Smoke was
being drawn into the engine room by the blower in usgse. In an
attempt to increase the pressure on the fire main, the ice
machine ecirculating water, and flushing water were secured.
One small stream in a trough in the crew's head was missed
and discovered later.

Je Hoses werae led out forward to the peak tank for
counter-flooding to correct list and trim. This was abandoned
because ol the inadequate pressure, so much needed at the fire.
Bucket brigades were formed from unemployed men of gun orews,
and water was carried to the scene of fire from fresh water
supply in the gaiiey and Irom over the side.

H, Fire Pump and ¥ire Liain Fressures:

le When the torpedo hit the two electrical 2 1/2 inch
fire and flushing pumps were operating on the fire main. It
was noted at the main board that pressure had dropped to zero,
and word was sent to the repalr party. It was necessary to
secure the fire main out-out valve st frame 99. This cut out
the whole arter section o1 the fire main. 1in the meantime
oooling water to the ice machines, and flushing syatems ware
cut out. The pressure imredlately roze at the board to 15

pounds.
S8 /
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2. The firercom fire and bilge pump had been started
at the time oif the explosion. This pump was speeded up to
maximum capacity.

3. During the short periocd that the auxiliary dlesel
generator was furnishing emergency power two men went down
in the dark and smoke to tighten up on the starboard shaft
glands whioh were leaking badly. They put the fire and bilge
pump, located in the auxiliary machinery spaces, on the
bilges in those apaces. This pump whioh was eoon shirted to
the fire maln increased the pressure to about L0 pounds at
the main board. This was the highest pressure cbtained, and
wes maintained at this lLevel throughout the remainder or the
fire righting period.

be The fifth, and only other pump in the fire main
system of the ship, a three-inch electriocal pump, had been
overhauled recently at Balboa, but the shaf't had been out
o line preventing proger functioning. A shaf't and sieeve
had been built by a tender a few deys before, during a
vigit to Trinidad, but the sleeve was not satisfactory. A
sleeve had been completed that dey by the ship's 1oroe, but
had not been installed. Even with the added pressure on the
fire main, with this pump in operation, it is doubted 1ir
much more could have been accomplished with respect to the
0ll and gasoline fire.

1. The pmmunition:
le Twenty rounds of slx-inch service ammunition weas

carried in each ready service ammunition room or gun shelter.
ln addition 50 rounds of illuminating projectiles were dis-
tributed among the ready service rocms cof the Iour six-inch
guns. The 1Yl Ai service ammunition was clipped and stowed

n ready service rooms to the capacity of racks provided.

0O mm Ammunition was c¢lipped and stowed in ready service
boxes and clipping rooms in racks recently installed. Twenty-
nine depth charges were stored in racks at the stern. There
were no depth charge throwars inatalled., Two alreraft bomba
and two alrcraft depth charges were in ready storage on the
plane deck. All other ammunition, except the small arms of
difrerent types avallaple I'or immediate use, was stored in
the magazines,

=1lU=
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La The shook or the torpedo explosion rorced rour
depth charges overboard. One oI these was a ready charge
with aepth setting ror 10U feet, and was 1orced through
the releasing gear of the starboard rack without the
rfunotion ot that gear. ‘I'ne other cnarges forced overboard
were on the safety setting.

3 The explosion had ruptured the after section of
the fire main which had to be cut out at frame vy, This
out off all sprinkler asystemsa to the after magazines and
after ready service stowage rooms. It is not known whether
or not the after magazines were flooded from ruptured bulk-
heads. The flooding valve controlas were located in the
area destroyed by the explosions. As the ship listed heavily
and settled aft, the order was glven to flocd the forward
magezine groups., This was attempted more as a counter-flooding
measure to correct the trim and keep the ship afloat than for
the safety of the magazinea. When considered later it was
realized that very little flocding could be amaccomplished in
the time availsble, due to the slow rate of flow into the
megazines, even under full fire main pressure with no other
demands on the system. The Chief Gunner's Mate operated
the electrical flood controls and then went down the 1Vl AA
alevator to check the operation o the system. He reported
to the bridge that flooding had started, but subsequent
inspection showed this report to be in arrcr as the flood
valves had not functiomned.

bye The after six-inch ready service amminition room
which had been badly opened up, ineluding the blowing out of
the doors, was in the center of the fire area, Within a few
minutea the powder charges heated sufriciently and ccmmenced
exploding. It wes estimated that the explosion of projectiles
commenced in about twenty minutes.

5e When 1t was learned from reports thet all offlocers
connected with demsge control, engineering, and deock divisions,
inocluding the Executive Officer, were overboard or had been
lost, the Gunnery Officer, Lieutenant Johensscn, was sent aft
to take oharge. With men available from the damage control
and aviation groups, and engineers without present battle
atetions he remcved the six-inch charges from pumber three
aix-inoch ready service ammuniticn room. Thls room was about

=ll=-



UIS‘E-‘- EIE

P350/A16=3/L11-1
Serial uUsSL Decembar v, 1942

CONFEI

DENZIAL

Sub ject: Report on the Torpedoing, Fire and Beaching
of U.8.8. ERIE.

25 fest forward ot the exploding cherges and projectiles

and directly above the cabin country which was burning heavily
in spite or the rire righting measures being texken in that
particuler area. The powder cans were so hot that they could
not be passed through the scuttule nand to hand, but wera
shoved through and dropped to the deck. When 1t was reported
that the ammuniticn was out of this ready service ammunition
room the Commanding Ufiicer ordered that the jettiscning ol
ammunition be discontinued for the present. The ship was
approaching the besch. The reaady ammunition in other groups
hed not been damaged b0y heat and 1t was felit undesiraoie to
aeposit ammunition on the bottom as the water shoaied up to
the beaching depth. This wa2 in mind particulerly with res=
pect to the two ready service depth cherges for the piane,

1t was hoped that the rire coula pe broughtunaer conviuvl,

and was intended, that if necessary the remaining ready
ampmunition be thrown overboard after beaching where it couid
be later recovered.

J. Subseguent Damage by Fire:

1, Enclosure (C) lists the damage, mostiy by fire,
and received after the ship had to be abandoned. The burned
area extended forward to frawe 15 end aft to Irame l4ii, and
in general from the second deck up through the superstructure.

2. un the platform deck minor damage was founa caused
chiefly from heat transmitved through the deck asbove. Compart-
ment A=-305-lLA and 2LA was burned by rire that reached the
compartment through holes made by exploding projectiles.

3. Fire did not enter the boiler room, main and
auxilliary machinery spaces, or megazines, compartments and
holds below the protective deok.

bes The main deck and all compartments in the super=
structure above were badly burned,

- B Three six-inch guns, ell 1Yl AA and three 20 mm

guns were left in good condition except for damage to in-
struments, wiring, ete. The mein battery director and radar

antennae were apparently Littie demeaged. The 30" sesrchiight
was salvagaable.

I-.h}
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b The boilers, mein and auxiliary machinery, fresh
water pumps, gyro and I.C. room equipment, and anchor windlass
could all be placed ln operation. The steering engine, arter
deok winech and ice machines were salvagesble,

7a The decks whioch had been covered with lincleum
were badly warped., The alumlnum loockers throughout the
burned area, ¢ontaining clothing and other inflamablea had
been largely consumed by the 1ire. DBulkheads in the burned
area were warped aend distorted. Deciks and bulkheads in the
vicinity of the ready ammunition rooms were ridaled with
holes from the exploding projectiles. A large damaged area
resulted from the explosion of ready service airplane bombs
and depth charges.

8. There were no ruptures in any of the STS plating
of the reaedy ammunition rooms. Small indentations were caused
by projectile explosions within, but even at number four ready
gervice room, where one of the sides was bulged inwards, the
plating remained generally intact. The STS doors were bliown
open, bresking and bending the dogs, but the door plating
remained true and little damage was noted,

Je As noted from reports of rire damsge to other
vessels, fire entered many ocompartments tightly dogged,
trensmitted through the bulxhead by heat ol burning paintwork.
All rubber geskets in the burned area were melted or burned
out.

10. inspeotion of the damage to the ERIE conlirms
all Iormer reports of the fire hezsrd presented by both in-
tericor and exterior paintwork, particularly when coupled with
the ever present danger of fuel oll end gaesoline fire. The
hazard is great even when the peint is conaidered oniy thick
enough for normal preservation. The best directive aveilable
regarding the reduction of rire hazard, particulerly with
respect to paint, wes a despateh by Commander Crulsers Pacilie,
transmitted by the Commander in Chief, Atlantie, in Cetober
1942, Copies of this despatch were kept at all times in the
possession of the Commanding Of1ricer and Executive Ofricer.
Steps toward the removal and reduction of paint had beeva under-
way for sometime, but the entire eliminetion of interior paint

-1 3= ol
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called for in the despatch had not been undertaxen up to
this time. No paint was being iasued whatsocever axcept

for the waterline. A program oI paint elimination was
commenced, whieh, although the ship was always cperating

in submarine sreas, permitted the opening up of below deck
compartments during daylight under the direct supesrvision

of the Executive Cfficer. BSuch a program was efrective,

but a= seen later, was entirely inadeguate. With the neces-
sary Condition Watches months would have been required to
ramove all paint from interior apaces.

1l. The ERIE had been conly six years in commission
and the paint in interior spaces was not heavy, comparatively
speaking. With vessels operating in areas where damage from
torpedo, or other hits is possible, & schedule of palnt re-
moval during operations and upkeep periocdas is not adeguate.
Steps toward immediste paint elimination should be taken.

12, The plane carried on board nad proved ol great
usefulness during rformer operations in c¢connection with
advanced beses, patrol, and other operations in the Paciriec.
During the recent escort operations in the Caribbean the
plane had been always available, weather permitting, Tor the
morning ana avening sweeps about the convoy in aroas whare
alr coverage by shore based planes was not present. With
the present, end increasing facilities for sir coverage
ol' convoys by shore based planes, planes should not be carried,
because of the fuel hezard inveolved, by vessels on anti-
submarine escort duty in Sea Frontiera.

K. Attack on ERIE Appears to Have Been Flanned:

le For several reessons the attack on the ERLE instead
of the convoy appeared to be a planned attack. From the
several known contacts with submarinesa since departing Trinidad
the enemy may have obtained informaticn of the occmposition of
convey and escort, its speed; and probeble generel routing.

2, The submarine thet torpedoed the ERIE was entirely
inside the sound sereen, and wes between the ERIE end the
convoy. He was 1n excellent position for attack on & vaiuable
sixteen ship, eight knot convoy. He apparently fired four
torpedoes, all at the ERIE. A repcorted fifth torpedo passing

=bis )
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Just astern of the vessel hes not been confirmed. A subsidiary
convoy with much wesker escort had been in the same general
area about a half hour earllier.

3. A Tew hours after darkness on the night of the
torpedeoing a Berlin radio station, with characteristic Nazl
exaggeration announced that the thirteen thousand ton crulser,
ERIE, hed been torpedced and sunk off Curacec, with loss of
two thousand lives.

L. Uniform in Areas Where Atteck May be Expected:

1l The unlform on the ERIE at =zea had been established
as dungarees for the enllisted men and khekl for ofiicers,
chief petty officers and merines. Shirt sleeves were required
to be long and underahirts without cuter shirts were not per-
mitted, even though always operating in tropical waters.
Dungearees end khaki had proved to be the cnly proper camouflage
uniform available., The tropleal uniform of khaki material
had been permitted, and even considered with favor because ol
1ts exposure of the arms and legs to the sun. Some thought
had been glven to the dangers from f'lash burns of arms and
legs with the tropicel uniform, as ageainst the advantages ol
exposure to the rays of the sun. It was evident that the
uniform of ordinary wear must be the uniform in which an ofricer
or man would reach his battle statlon.

e The Comiending Offricer had encouraged axeroise
Tfor officers and men in abbreviated ccostume, that 1s, with
upper body and legs exposed as a benefit, not only trom the
exercise, but from the exposure to the sun. Conslderation had
been given to the desirabllity of heving a well sun tanned
body in case of being adrift in a life raft or l1life boat for
a pericd of hours or days.

3 In treating casualties Irom the ERIE, aspecially
for flash burns, the medie¢al offlcer in charge of the Army
Hospital particularly commented upon the rast recovery of
officers and men, and attributed it, in part, to their excel-
lent physicel condition. Fortunately at the time of the ex-
plosicon of the torpedo only one officer and no men in ab-
breviated clothing were subjected to the flash. A mess attendant
sbout forty-five feet from the point of impact was changing his
outer shirt in preperation for serving the evening menl. The

-
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area of his body protected by his undershirt was unhurt.
His arms, neck and I'ace were gulte seversly burned.,

bee As a result ot these observations, and in con-
sideration of the situation whioh woulid have been oreated if
a torpedo had hit a vessel o this size at other hours of the
day or night, and in other locaticns, it 1s believed that:

(a) The practice of sun bathing, so usual on vessels in
tropleal areas should not be permitted at sea,

(b) Physical exercise is essential t¢ well being, and
must be continued and encouraged. The exposure of erms, legs
and upper part of the body during such exercise 1s not sale.
The body should be fully clothed, but with the Lightest availe
able covering during exercise periods, even in tropical waters.

(e) Bleeping with parts or the body exposed when an
unexpected torpedo or bomb hit mey be received 1s subjecting
oneself toc the deanger of serious flash ourns. The besat sclution
appears to be in pulling a light sheet well over the body
whether sleeping on topside or in below coupartments. The
natural weathering of face, neock and hands appears to build
up some resistance to burns.

(d) On small ships and where weather conditions permit,
both ofticers and men should be encouraged to sleep topside,
and this berthing should be permitted over as wide an area
o' decks and upper works as possible. Ccncentraticns of
men at anytime except at battle stations must be avoided.

Casualties:

1, Six ofricers were killed. Une enlisted man,
a mess attendent, died the day al'ter the torpedoing as a
result of burns. OCne ofticer and four enlisted men were
sericusly injured. Two ofticers and Ilve enlisted men
received minor lnjuries.

2 Tha reason for the high percentage of casualties
among officera was that the torpedo explosicon practically
destroyed the ofticers' country and wardroom. The quarter-
deck mbove the wardroom country where several of the ofricers
were taking or had just finished theilr afternoon exercise was
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partially destroyed. The remaining casualties sericusly
injured, were among the mess attendant branch, except two
men on watoh et the adepth charge racks at the stern. There
were no further injuries after the initial explosiona exocept
o' a minor nature.

3. Deaths and serious injuries can be elassified
generally as follows:

\a) From the shoek of the exploslons; rive killiead and
cne injured.

(b) From the flash of the explosions; one killed, one
died, rive badly burned,

b s It should pe noted here that the work of the
Force Hospital, U.S. Army Camp Sufrisant, Curacac, in treating
the injured officers and men of the EZnIE was splendid, part-
icularly in the treatment of severe burns. This excellent
medical treatment, coupled with the very prompt rescue of
injured ofricers and men in the water by H.m.hN.S5. VAN
KINSBERGEN resulted in saving the lives of many of the in=-
Jured.

. Hesponsibility:

le The Commading Ufiicer assumes full responsibility,
end was in feect responsible, Ior all action in connection with
the torpedoing of the u.s.5. ERLIE. As Lscort Commaner all
escort vessels were staticoned and operating in accordance with
his orders., He was Tully informed as to Known enemy submarine
positions, and a8 to the unusual suomarine activity on the
route of his particular convoy on Wovember Leth, Lith and L2th.
ne was on the bridge of the Lrux at the time of the rirst in-
dication of possible enemy presence. AllL of his orders in con-
nection with the torpadeoing and subsegquent I'ire, were carried
out with a high degroe ol loyelity and personel fearlessness,.

0. Performence of Ofricers and Crew:

ls Tha pearformence of the Officers and Crew wns
splendid in every respect. They displayed the highest degree
of loyelty and personsl fearlessness. With some there weas
more chance to show this absclute devotion to duty than with
others, but each member performed ez was expectsed of him, or
initiated action in an eftort towerd seving the shilp.

F
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2e it was Known by all that the damaged and burning
aree was Just art cr, and over the after megaezine group.
1t wes not kmown whether these magazines were Ilooded, thus
the danger from twaelr explcoslion coulid not be determined.

= ‘the six-inch charges and projectilies were exploding
in the after ready ammunition room in the burning area, but
this aid not cause hesitation in 1iguciug the fire as close
a8 the heat would permit, or deter a damagse control party
inejuding volunteers, from removing the heated powder chaerges
from an adjacent amminition room. One ofiicer and one man,
injured and severely burned, and 1isolated by fire and intense
heat on the stern of the vessel, set the ready depth charges
on "saile"™ before jumping overboard,

dee The performance of the engineering personnel in
keeping the plant Cunctioning properly and continuously,
when it appeared that further severe explosions might ococur
or that the vessel might capsize, caused wide spread comuent
among many who saw the torpedoing ineiuding ofricers of our
own and allied naviesa,

Je With many of' the oflicers lost, the leading Chief
Petty Offlicers took the initiative of section without hesitation
or guestion.

He The spirit of determinstion and fearlessnes scen
by the Commanding Ofilcer in his ofricers and crew was the
same spirit seen on all fronts among all Americen Forces., It
is that spirlt which will bring viotory to the United Netions.

Recommendetlions:

a inerease in #ire Fighting Bquipment:

(a) The rire fighting installations of the ERIE proved
entirely inadequate, A rupture in the fire mein in the
wardroom required cutting out the entire system aft. A
similar rupture in the boller room or crew's messing com-
partment would have disrupted the entire system forward.

All magazine sprinkiing and Tlooding is eliminated with

the fire main in thet part of the ship. It is quite apparent
that the need Ior magazine flcoding, end for counter-rlocoding,
may cocur just at the time when there is a demand for maximum
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pressure on the system for fire fighting.

(b) As soon as practicable after the beaching a local tug
at Willemstad, Curacao, went alongside the ERIE, and quiockly
emothered the remaining cil fire with foamite. Foamite

was fed from a hopper into the atream of the fire hose in
the vicinity of the flre plug. Great quantities or foamite
were availablie, packed in thirty pound tin cans.

(e) With respect to vessels not already adegquately equipped
Tor handling rire and flooding simultanecusly, and partioularly
for putting out oill end gasoline fires, counsiderations should
be given toc the following:

(1) Increase the cepacity of puwping instaliations to
such an extent that required pressure will be avallable
for simultaneous fire fighting, sprinkiing, and r'locding.

(2) Duplication of fire mains and megezine flouoding
aystems.

(3) In addition to the mbove, asuxiliary systems, olther
diesel or gasoline should be installed, which would, in
general, parallel the main system. For these suxiliary
instaliations, additionel riremeins are not essential.

An adequate supply of hoses for inter-connections, and
for fire and flooding will be sufiicient. For a ship

of the size of the ERIE three or four such auxiliary
installatlions ere sdvocated. The one gaesoline handy
billy on the ERIE was stowed in the area destroyed by the

torpedo.

(&) In adaition to the fog nozzles now provided,
hoppers fTor foamite might be installed at the fire plugs
in the firemein system. With adequate pressure and
foamite, the Tire on the LERIE eould unquestionably have
been loocalized and extinguished.

4 Faint Eliminetion:

On vessels where it has not already been accomplished,
immediate steps shou!d be taken toward paint elimination.
At the rirst possible opportunity, vessels requiring it should
be sent into & yard or base, and additiocnal gangs ol' paint
scrapers sent aboard, 1f necessary. In soms cases it will be

-~
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desirable for part cf the crew to be guartered ashore
during the peint elimination process.

3. 3torage aces ore:

Each vessel operating in wer zones should have an
asasigned storage space ashore st its base of operations.
At this store house should be kept all the supplies, ship's
equipment, and gear which are nccessary in the upkeep of the
vessel, but which are not properly carried on board while at
388

bew Training in Fire Fightling:

Extend as rapldly as poasible the system of treining
of the already established Navy Flre Fighting Sohools.

Je Drastic lMeasures Reguired:

Protection of the ship against fire resulting from
eanamy a2ctlion has proved to be the most important feature
of demage control. Nothing short of drastie action, in
all matters pertaining to such protection, can be considered

accaptable.

Copy to:
SecNav (Advanced Copy)
c-‘ GIElF.
CAFAC
Coml5
File
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U.S.S. ERIE
ENCLOSURE (C)
SUBSEQUENT DAMAGE BY FIRE

Condition of Compartments:

Hold:

A=1-W; A-LUL-W; A=-4L02-A; A-4L03-AF; A-420-C (I.C.
Dry and undamaged,

A=LOL=\:
A=LOG=W: Frash Water Tanks.

Shell holes in tope.

B=405-W:

A=LOT=W: Fresh Water Tanks.
Undamaged,

A=2=C: Underwater Sound Room.

Burned. Equipment damaged.

A=4O8-N: A-L4Lll-M:
A=405=NM: A=415=-M:

A=410=M: A=416=0(: Magezines
A=L12=0u: A=l L T=N:
A=4L13=M:

Dry and intact. Subjeated to some heat,
A-L1E-F: A=4=F:

A=L19=F: A=5-F: Fuel 01l Tanks.
A=3=F:

Hot damaged.
A=6=T: Cofrerdam.

Slow leak from forward fuel tank.

B=1: Boliler Room.

C=1: Machinery Space.

C=2: Auxiliary Mechinery Speace,
Dry, no apparent rire damage.

D-1-W: Reserve Feed Tank.

Slow leak - can be pumped.
-1-
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D=2=W: Reserve Feed Tank.
Dry and intact.

D-5=F to D-12-F:
D=401=M to D-LO9-A: Area of Explosion.

Condition indicated in Diegrams 3 and 4.

D=4 10=A:
D=411l=A: Store Rooms,

No visual demage - dry.

D=901=V:
D=413=T: Voids.

Believed to be dry. manhole pletes not removed.
(B) FPlatform Deck:
A=301-E: Chein Lccecker,.

No damage.
A=303=A: Feint Locker.
A=302=T: Trunk.

Dry - no rire damage.
A=304=A: G3K Mein Issue Room.
Dry but damaged by Tire.

ﬂ-ﬂﬂj—ELh: Mess Attendants' Compartment.
Damaged by fire and shell frragmentation.

A=30T7=A: S8mall Stores.
Severe Tire damage.

A=-308=14A: Cold Storage and Dry Frovislicns.
Fire damege - fair condition.

A=309=AF: Ice llachlne Room - Store Room.

Partially Tlocded = minor fire duﬁagﬂ. Machinery
Salvageable.

ENCLOSURE (C) -2e 2l
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U.5.3. ERIE

ENCLOSURE (C)

D-302-A: Spare Parts Storage.
D=304=4" Stores.

Flocoded = arems of explosicn.
D=412-E: Steering Engine Room.

Flocded and pumped - littie fire damage.
Machinery salvageable,

Second Decgk:
A=201=p: Boa'n Stores.
No damage.
A-202-EL: Anchor Windlass Room.

No damage,
A=203=L: Crews' Washroom.
Severe Tire damage,
A=204=L; A=205-L; A=-206-L; B=-201-2LA; C=201-L.

Goupletely gutted = snell fragmentation.
Removal of structural work regquired.

C=-204-L to D-205-1L: Area of immediate explosicn
and I'irae.

See Diagrams 3 and 4.
D=-206=-A: Sall Loocker.

Some fire damage,
D=-208-A: After Hold.

o damage.

hiain Deck:

Completely gutted by fire from approximately frame
No. 23 aft. BSevers shell fragmentation from approxi-
mately frame No. 21 to 50. Severo bomb damage from
approximately frame No. 63 to 7U. GSevere shell f'ragmen-
tation from approximately frame No. 92 to 119. Maln deck
in area of initiel explosion blown out causing No. &
gun to settle into this area, Number 4 gun hes sinoce
been removed.
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U.S.8. BRuE
KNCLOSUHE (C)

\E) BSuperstructure Deck:

Completely gutted by fire and will require complete
renewal, A good deal of shell ITagueutacion and ete,

\F) Havigational Bridge inciuding Conning Tower:

Completely gutted by fire and will require ccmplete
renewal s will ell structures apbove this level. Nothing
in this area savageable.

\G) Foremest end Forward Searchlight rliatform:

Cne leg of triped blown ocut. 24" Searchiight
badly damaged.

(E) Top of After Deck House:

Damaged by fire. 30" Searchlight salvageable.
Boat booms not damaged.

Note: - A set of photographs of the burned areas of the ERIE
ware taken by Lieutenant E.E. Scanlon of the fire
Tighting party. Z¥rints ere not available, but have
been submitved to the pureau of Ships by Lieutenant
Scanlon.

ENCLOSURE (C) to CO USS ERIE CONF. LTR. PG50/Al6=3/Lli-L
Serial 051 of December 9, 1942.
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From: Lieutenant Commander D, J, Sweaney, U.S. Navy,
Executive Officer,
To Commanding Officer,

Subject: Heport on Torpedoing and Subsaquent Actlon of U.3.3. ERIE
on November 12, 1942,

le At the time thet the torpedo struck the ship 1 was in my room
having just completed & shower. 1 was completely diarcbed, A heavy explosion
was heard and then a sound as of metel tearing. I was knocked down snd several
lockers fell on me. I was next consclous of water wetting my feet, I had teo
push several heavy metal objects off of me bafore I could arise, The lights
ware out and I could see nothing. I sensed a large opening &t a location which
I assumed had formerly been the door to my roocm, I walked through this and
after as short distance saw light overhead, I was ables to climb over jagged
matal mand finally over the weather deck life lines ontc the main deck. When I
arrived on deck I deacovered that I was completely coverad with fuel oll, The
ship was entirely in flames just sbout abeam and farward of No. 4 pgun mount,

2 On the after deck when I arrived were Captain A. W, Levl,
U.3.M.C.H., Lt{ig) I, E; Ellint.t., U.S.NeR,, with his right leg practically off
just sbove the enkle; Dgy, T.W., GM2¢ who was on depth charge watch, and
Enriquez, G., Mattle,, inguiring about the second man of the depth wharge
watch, Davis, J,P,; @3¢, U,S.N.; I was informed that he had been blown overboard,
These officers and men had all been asverly burned or injured. The flames from
the fime were blowing back on the fantail as the ship proceeded through the
water, and the forward part of the ship was thus blocked off., Man on No, 3 gun
platform were attempting to reach us but could not. Ammunition in No. 4 gun shelter
was exploding. I then asked Day, T.W,, Bf2c, U.8.N,, to help ma set tha depth
charges on safe and after acc ahing this, we jumped overboard. Thrae were
supported on ona life ring, two on ancther,

- The EilE ascon steamed away from us, A short time later shells
struck the water close to us and depth charge shocks were destinectly felt,
After an undetermined length of time in the water the five of us who had jumped
from the ship plus Davis, J,B,, @3¢, U.3.N, the man who had been on depth
charge watch and blown overboard, were picked up by a small boat menned by &
Duteh erew, No other officers or men were seen in the water,

&e The report of action on the ship required to be submitted by
the Executiva Officer is being submitted by Liesutenant Commander D. L. Hoaecoe, Jr,,

U.5. Navy, due to my being foreed to Jump overboprd,




From: Lisutenznt Commander D, L., Rozcoe, Jr., U.,S8. Navy,

Navigator,
To 1 The “ommanding Officer,
Subject: Report on Torpedoing and Subsequent Action of U.5.5. ERIE

on 12 Novembar 1942,

1 Dus to the fact that the Executive Officer was injured and
forced to jump overboard, this report will contaln, in considerable detall,

an account of what happened in an endeavor to cover those polnts required
in the Executive Officer's report,

24 General Situation:

At about 1730, Zone £ 3.5 time, on Thursday, 12 Novembar 1942, the con-
voy, of which the ERIE was acting as Convey Escort Commander, was about four
miles south of the entrance to the harbor of Willemstad, Curacao, N,W,I.

The convoy was on base course 200°T, The EdE, on station in the anti-submarine
screen in the van of the convoy, was at this time about 3500 yards dead ahead
of the right center columis of the convoy, The BRIE had recently completed

a turn to starboard and was proceeding diagonally across the path of the con=
voy from & positlon on the port bow of the convoy towards the starboard bow,

and sig-zeagging. At the moment the course was about 34L0°T,

The QCL sound apparatus was in use snd search was belng made, "Pinging"
through & sector from 60° on either side of the base course, The subsidiery
convey from Aruba had recently joined the main convoy and the ships were
still in the process of adjusting their positions. The additional escorts
had reperted for duty end were proceeding to thelr aesigned stations,
Hell.M.5. Van Kinsbergen had been ordered to a position in the von and was
about LOOO = 5000 yards shead on our port bow, The Gulf Dawn and another
vegssel had been detached to proceed into Willemstad and were spproaching the
entrance to that harbor and were about a mlle from it, -

The sea was slightly choppy with light swells from S5.E. with a light
5.5: breeze, The ship was in Condition of Readiness Three and Material Cope
dition ALfirm with modiflcatlons as approved by the Commanding Offlcer, The
crew's evening meal had been piped down and the majority of those not on
watch were in the mess hall,

Fa E ¢ T Hit:

At this time I wes standing on the starboard side of the signal bridpge
of the U.5.3. ERIE converalng with the Captaln, I waa looking aft towards the
starooard rquarter, Suddenly bearing about 140° relative, distant about 1000
yards, I sew sprgy being thrown up by something moving at high speed and break-
ing the surface, It was moving in the directlion of and on a slightly converging
gourse to the EBilE, I ralsed nmy blnoculars &nd could then see the green water
of the torpedo wake and spray shooting up when the torpeds ran through the
troughs of waves. 1 sald, "Cepteln, that locks to me llke a torpedo out there
on owr quarter, I think we had better come left,"
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Smith, R.B., Sllle, UV.5. Bavy, then sald he saw it also, and the Captain, after
locking, went to the bridge where I heard him arder the Offlcer of the Deck,
Lieutenant Johansson, to come right to liwestigate scmething in that diraction,
By this time I could see that the torpedo had turnad towards the ship. It
apreared to be headed to hit us about amddsidp from a direction still somewhat
abaft the beam. It had by then been seen by the battle lookout who ealled out
"Torpedo] starboard side," I then shouted, "[lard left, Captain." The Captain
immediately ordered "Hard laft" and the ship commenced swinglmgleft after barely
starting the swing to sterboard. I watched the torpedo apsroach. It was run-
ning veary shallow snd I could aee the copper colored war head. Just before the
torpedo struck I went to the navigation bridge and braced myself against the
gonndng tower for the shock, 4= I did this I saw vhat appearsd to be the wake
of another torpedo crossing our bow from starboard. At about 1733 the ship

was swinglng to port when the torpede hit on the starboard quarter Just opposite
Hoe L4 8ix<inch pgun. The Officer of the Deck had sounded the siren a few seconds
before the torpedo struck and the whistle also was blovn as well as the general
alarim. The shook also causad the gas alarm to sound. Sord was immedlately
passed to belay the gas alarm as many men started to put on thelr gas masks in
spite of the olwlous lask of necessity for them, About ten seconds after the
torpedo explosion another explosion was felt. It was of less lntensity than the
first and was believed to have been the aviatlon gasoline.

The explosion heelad the ship over to port about fifteen degrees. Some
men were knocked down and varlous things on the bridge were broken and scattered
about, The ship then took a list to starboard and a trim dowvm by the stern.

4e Action Followin: To Hits

The torpedo exploslion was Immedliately followed by fire in the effected area
and it was obvious that a diesel fusl-tank had besn ruptured and the flaming oil
wnae apreading throughout the lmmediate vieinity of the hit. The flre almost
immediately spread to the port side so that access to the fantall wos blocked,
It could be seen that the two men on watch at the depth charges had besn blown
evarboard or had jumpod overboard along with any others in that vieinity. The
QGL sound equipment and chemical range recorder were damaged and put out of
comnission from the shock. Power on the maln generators went out but stecring
control was soon regained on muxilinry power. It was apparent that the ship was
unable to attempt any counter offensive against the submarlne except by gunfire.
Battle stations were manned but from then on all efforta on the part of tha
ERIE ware toward fighting the fire and trying to save the ship. The U.5.5. SPRY
and the GULF DAT could be seen conducting depth charge attack and firing their
guns ot something in the vmter. The Van Kinsbergen soemed to be rushing back
towards this scene of action.

The Captain sent me below to ascertain the situation as to the general cor—
dition of the ship and to see what was baing done. I went below and aft to find
that the damage control party had closed the shlp off at the door just forward
of the office spaces, They reported gas and smoke in that compartment coming
from a ragim fire in the woardroom. The torpeds blast had penstrated this far
forward as was shown by tha burning of several officers' mess attendants who had
been in the passagewsy forward of the wardroom. An unsuccessful attempt was
made to close the forward wardroom W.T. door. It was reported to me that every-
thing forward of thiz area was sebt ln material conditien Affirm except when
opened to galn access to different spaces.

I then went to the main deck and found that the fire had increased, Thore
whE no pressure on the fire main. I tlen ordered all avallable CCo fire ex=

tinculishers brought to the scene of the {ire. These were used to try to put fff
out. the deck fire in order to get closer to the muin oll fipe vhon and if we
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regained water preasure. The fire on the starboard side of No, 3 gun deck
was temporarily extinguished in this manner mainly through the efforts of
Aimato, L,I., CPM(PA), U,5. Navy who tock charpge there, I then went to the
bffidge and reported the situation to the Captein, It was obvious that the
fire was completely out of control,

It was decided that, untll we regained pressure, we would prepare the
boats for lowering. Thia entails a good deal of hauling on lines, ete. and
was smartly accomplished under the direction of the boatswaln's mates, &l of
whom performed splandidly, Alsc it was decided to try to launch tha plane
evan though the aviator, Lieutenant Peterson, was apparently missing., This
subsequently had to be abandoned because the after puys for hauling out the
boom could not be manned because of the fire in that area., The amminition
was removed from the plana,

The Captain then ordered a bucket brigede crganized. I went below and
erdered all hands who were at their statlons on the forward gun (Those whose
stations were below in the megazines were by now on tcpside) to obtaln
buckets and a line was formed from the galley, where fresh water was drawn,
to the acene of the fire on the port side neer the Captain's cabin. This
didn't have much effect an the fire but it was good for the effect it had
on the crew. The physical exertion helped cdispell a feeling of halplessness
and anger at not being able to strike back, which evaryone seemed to feel.
Its effect in general was calming, After a few minutes pressure was re-
gained, The torpedo had ruptured the firemain aft and the damage control
party eventually closed the stop in the Engineer's compartment, Then all
hoses had to be led from risers forward of amidships. Four hoses were lad
to the scens of the fire but thelr effect on the i was negliglble, As
before, attempts were made to extinguish the immediate fires in the Captain's
and Admiral'a ceblns and wardroom to clear the way towards the main fire.
All efforts to bring the fiee under control were unsuccessful, During thls
period the chief gunner's mate, Herrera, P., CGM{PA), U.,5, Mavy, reported
to me that he thought that the after magezines had been flooded, which 1
relayed to the Captain, I think he alaoc reported this in person. I then
heard the Captain order the forward magazine sprinkling system turned on to
counter flsod and correct the list, The chief carpenter's mata, Koy, G.A.,
CCL{AL), U.S. Navr, later reported to me that he and Herrera had done this.
He then sald that Herrers had gone down the 191l. ammunition elevator to the
magazine to check the sprinkling valves and had then reported tham as opeaned.
The fact that counter flooding was not ectuelly accomplished was probably
due te the fact that there was insufficient water pressure because of the
number of fire hoses in use and insufficient time to have flooded wlth the
sprinkling system.

Beck on the bridge I saw that we had steering control and wera then
steadied down on a northwesterly course, The starboard engine was ocut and
we seemed to be making about edght knots good with the port engine. The
U.5.5. SPRY then attempted to come alongelde close enough to bring her
fire streams into actlon but they were too weak to reach us. By this time
the ammnition in No, 4 gun room was exploding at intervals so they drew
offs The injured on board who had been treated, were by now placed in
the starboard, No. 1, motor launch and it wes decided to stop and lower
all bouts in case we had to abandon ship. This was accomplishad very
smartly and we got underway agein, The ship was now well dewn by the atern
and listing heavily to starboard, The main deck on the starbourd quarter

was awash, 3—2
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The gunnery offlicer had left the brldge and with the help of some men was
removing ammunition from Noi 3 gun shelter and throvwing it overboard. The
Captoin ordered me to determine from chert and by eye where to beach the

ship., Te were by then nemrly due south of a small beach about a cuarter of

a mile east of Plscedero Pt. and about two and a half milas west of the
antrance of Willemstad harbor. PFortunately thls was about the nearest point
to land as well as belng one of the few places along this coast where baaching
gould be secomplished, ns the bottom falls away very steeply and there are

a aeries of reefs Jjuttlng perpendlcularly out. These cannct be seen from mwery
far out, '"Mhen we were about 500 yarda off share, we came left aslipghtly and
then ran in between reefs on to the beach at zlow speed. The ship benched
about 100 yards off shore, very gently, with the after end atill afloat. Upon
baaching the ship righted itself to an even keel.

The Captain immediately ordered sll liands to proceed with the fire fighting.
Unfortunately oil from the ruptured tank immedintely began to spread arocund the
ship on the starboard side and in a few seconds the flames were llcking over
this side, nided by the ¥ind, as far forward as the bridge mnd had set fire to
the slde and the glg on the plana deck, It appeared that the flaming oil would
completely swround the ship amd would cut ‘off nll meana of escapn, The fire
on board had by now spread so that most of the after supsratructure was burning
and the ammnltion in the after puns ready rooms was exploding continuously,

I ordered Byzet, Fu.J., TMle, to gather together the loge which he did. He was
later able to land them in a raft. The order to abandon ship on tha port side
was given, All hands had previously donned life Jackets. The abandon ship
order was axecuted ealmly and unhurriedly in splte of the threat of the burnlng
oil, I watched the men golng over the side for a few mlnutes. Many took off
thair shoas before jJumping. Several lines were lowered ovar the side down which
gome man slid, This oroceeded in an orderly fashion, There was little axeltemant.
There were many incldents of men helping each other, but no one hnd any real
diffieulty in reaching shore. CDuite a few were palnfully @t about the feet and
hands from contret wilth sea wrchins and coral on the beach. T threw over a
line ne r thes port bow, slid dove Lt, and swam sshore, The Captain, Lieutenant
Commander Lowndes and a few men were stlll on board.

5 Conduct of the Crew:

In ganaral the performance of the crew wms splendid. There was o
hesitancr on the pa-t of anvone in procecding to his station or in carrying
out subsequent orders, Those men who had dutles to perform under conditleons
of dangar from fire and the exploslons of six-inch and 1.1 inch ammunitlion,
did so without hesitation and with disregard to thelr own personal safety,
then the ship wns grounded the engineer force remalned calmly at thelr
stations until ordered to abandon ship.

I wish to partleunlarly mentlon the leyalty and devetion to duty displayed
by the following men who came under mh notlice:

1) ROY, George Albert, 212 31 LO, CCM{AA), U.Se Havy,
2) SCHILLIR, Richard Louls, 291 39 25, CMM(AA), U.5. Navy.
3) DICKERSON, William J., 274 L4 OF7, SFlec, U.3. Navy.

These men were in charge of, or membars of the damage control party
which elossd off the after part of the shlp and thus prevented the
imncdiate spread of fire on the second deck. Later they particimted
in the [fire fighting in the most dangerous area, and in general took charge.
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The First Lleuténant wns injured and forced to Jump overboard and vas
later recovered,

(4) WATO, Louts I., 100 89 64, CPM(PA), FR

This man, after relensing life buoys, aided in fighting the fire and
alse helped in the treatment and embarkation of the injured requiring
First aid. He scemed to be all over the ship at the same time and was
responsible for much thot was accomplished.

(5) HERRERA, Pete, 371 70 03, UGM(AL), U.S. Navy.

This man helved the damage control party securing balow decks and

later, after carryring out orders to cut in the magazine sprinkling
syetems, was scen to go down a powler or ammnition holat to check on
thls system.

{(6) MILTON, Joseph Kmrns, 311 27 19, Ptrle, U.5. Navy.

This man, as a member of the damage control party, went below and
released the CO; flire extinjuishers to the palnt locker bofora abandoning
ship,

(7) DUFPIEZLD, Harold E., 402 Of4 27, CQM(PA), U.S. Navy.

This man took the helm and did an excellsnt Job of steering durling
the subsequent mansuvering and beaching of the shlp.

(8) HOLIEY, Horace C., 268 3, 33, Yle, U.8. Navy.

This man was a phone talker on the bridge. Hia calmness and ablility
to malntaln intarlor communications durdng the actlion was of great help
in maintelning rroper shlip contrel,

(9) The Engineer's Force ns a Wholes
The individual names of those othar then those in charge is not

knovm by me due to their having boen transferred before this information
could ba obtalined:

U4, Frank S., 380 71 22, CMM{AA), U.8. Navy In charge of enginercom

TRIBELB, Menry R., 265 56 45, CWP(AA), V.3. Havy In charge of flrercom

DANCS, Lewls J., 243 47 53, CMM(AL), U.3. Havy In charge of pump room and
gonarators,

all oarders to the angineroom were carrled out affliclently. The second
beiler wos cut in upon the initiative of the man in charge. Maln electricsl
power was lost vhen the torpedo hit but powsr was quicldy regained in asplte
of the fact that the gensratcr room soon fllled vith smoke which seened 1n
from the, fire- aft through the damaged starboard shaft alley, In summation;
the whole Engineering Department gove a markedly loyal and superior per=—
formance of duty worthy of specinl mention, The Engineer Officer was lost
in the original explosion,
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There were undoubtedly other men whose conduct was pralseworthy but
whom T did not observe, but the situation was not ore which called for any
heroikm. It 1s perhaps sufficient to say that every man did what was’ expected

of him,
(10) Officers

The conduct and performance of du:‘:-}* of all of the officers was
exoallent and in keeplng wilth the treditions of the servige.

(11) Casualties

After the ship was beached a muster was held and it was est=
ablished that the following officers were missing:

KUNELE, George Owen Lient.enant, USKR, Enginessring Officer.
PETER30H, Ernest Carl Lsutenant, USH, Mglator,

GREENWOOD, Frank (none) I.iauhﬁnnnti.jg , USKR. Asst. Gunnery Officer,
GORSUCH, Gilbert Franklin Ideutenant(DC), USli. Mntal Officer,
LICYD, Albert Lincoln Licut enant Commander(3C)USNR. Supply Officer.
WEITZ, Ned James Lieutenant(5¢), USH, Supply OIficer.

The followlng named officers and men were injured and hospitslized at
the irmy Hospltal, Camp Suffisant, Forces Curacac, Curacao, H.W.I.

SWEEIEY, Danlel Josaph Lientannnt Commander, USN Exacutive Officear
ELLICTT, John Buekingham  Lisutenant(jg), USKR First Lieaitenant
LEVI, Alan Wilder Capteln, USNCR Commanding COrficer
Marine Detachment

SHIMA, Francis Josaph, Fllc,USN EHRTAUEZ, Gavine (none), Mattle, USH
DEL ROSARIO, Franciscs,(none),0Cle,USH LEAGAN, Jack Harvey, F3o, USH.
REBATO, Flacido (none}, CC2ec,USH CONRAD, Roy Enness, Slo, USK
DAY, Troy William, Gf2c, UsH FATE, Stephen all, Pfo,., USMC
CARIND, Maximo (none), 052c, USH HALSEY, John {mrws, ¥20, USN

AVIS, Joseph Pinlmey, GM3e, USH PARKZR, "M1llard Charles, Fie, USil.
SRADSHAYW, Reuban Bona, Com., USH ASH, George Richard, 52c¢, USHR.

Tn addition thirty-flve men suffered minor injurles and were glven

medical treaatment at the above nemad Hosplital,



From: Lieutenant Commnrder T, P. Lowndes, U.S. Navy.
Te Commanding O0fficer, U,S5.8, ERIE.

SubJect; Statenent in Repards to Actlon on Hovember 12, 1943,

A1l times are zone plus 3 1/2.

At about 1730 on Novesber l2th, T wns in the code room, whigh
is sltuated directly below the bridge on the port slde., The first indlieation
I had of the attuck wns the word "Torpedo" being passed on deck followed by &
tramendous explosion aft in the wieinity of tho quarterdeck, A few seconds
dater when I was on the ladder lsading to the algnal bridge I heard and felt
a sscond explosion of less intensity than the first, Upon reaching the bridge
I locked aft and saw flames and black amoke coming from the wvilelrdty of number
four six inech gun, I notlced at this time thot the ship wes takdng a trim
dovm by the stern and listing to starbeaprd, I next went intoc the pllot houae
and learned here that the conmunlestions to the engline room were out, and also,
that the assistont communication officer was in the radioc room with a message
to send reporting the attack, A few mlnutes after.I came on the bridge I
hsard the reports that communication to the engine room had been reestablished
and that the starboafd englne was out of commisslong nlso that steering control
had been regained, I asked the sound operators if the QCL was in operative
condition and they sald nos After varifying this by trying the controls, I
told the sound operators to asslst fire fighting on the main deck, later I
heard ship of the escort using the voloe radioc ?thu loud speaker of this
eireuit was situsted on the bridge). I turped on the transmitter found it ap-
parently working and reported to the Captaln, The CPhm reported to me that he
had threes wounded and would like to get them in the first boat, A1l boste by
this time were lowered to the raill so I told him to put them in the motor
lawnch, which he promptly did, I then tried callling the U.5.5. SPRY in the
volce radic set, but got no answer after one call - by this time she was close
enough to use a megaphone so I did not eall again, About this time I went to
the code reom and took the bags of registerad publicatl ons out of the asafes
tied them up and took them to the brldge and put all secret and confidential
matter on the bridge in them, They were then tled up rezdy far throwing over—
board when the order was gilven. I then notlced that the port englne was going
ahead, and the ship was headed toward the beach at about seven lmots, and the
ship was listing about, 1520 degrees to starboard, An attempt was now madse
to 1roll the glg over the side, and thereby decrease the list = This was not
accomplished before the ship was beached. At this time there was a doubt as
to whather the ship would turr over before she was beached, or ancther ex-
plosion would spread the fire, which was out of control, throughout the ship,
Although firs main pressure had been regained the reports from the fire fighte
ing party were that the pressure was low, ZEvery few mlnutes there wes a snall
axplosion in the vieinity of Nos 4 gun shelter, Men were attempting to remove
powder from o, 3 gun shalter,
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When I firat came upon the bridge the ship was headed across

in front of the convoy and wns ssveral thousand yards from the convoy., The
U.5.5. SPRY waas golng across our bow to port distant about 2,000 yarda and
dropped two depth charges. She continued to eircle the RIE and later came
close aboard the starboard quarter to use her fire hoses on the fire, How=
ever heyr streams wers not long enough to reach the fire. The 55 ULF DAWN
agaked by flashing light if he could be of any assistance and he was asked
to move close aboard to starboard Iwindward) sand attempt to put ocut the fire
with his hoses, I saw three men in the water astern of the ship and a raft
apd 1ife bucy which hed been thrown over for them, 4t one time 1 saw a raft
salongside about frame 100 to port with a man in it whose face was covered
with 611 so that I could not recognize him,

Shortly before we reached the beanch the port engine was stopped
and we npproached the beach at about J knots, The first indlcation of
grounding was a slow amooth righting of the ship und a very simooth, gradusl
loas of headway, After the ship grounded I saw burning oil coming from the
starboard quarter and spread rapldly forward to about -EI.I.'I'IidH.hiE]H where the
rapid spread stopped but continued to move 4 owly forward, A" this time the
order was piven to abandon ship on the port side forward. The talkers were
told to pass this word to all stations and to abandon ship. I prvceeded to
the forecastle and looked over the starboard side and saw that although there
was 0il on the water almost to tho bow the burning had checked amidships.

The conduct of the crew throughout was excellent, and the order
to abandon ship was carried out without confusion or undue hurry.

From tha time the torpedo struck until the order was given to
abandon ship everything was done to pet the fire under control and to save
the ship i1f possible. Ain attempt was made to remove powder and shell from
Me. 3 gun sheltwer, the hoses were used to thelr fullest extent with the re-
duced pressure, avidently caused by ruptured fire muin, A bucket brigade
was formed to wet down decks and increase the amount of water at the fire.
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From: Ensign Donald H., Madsen, U.S, NHaval Reserve,
To 1 Comnandlng Officer, U.5.35. ERIE,

Subject: Torpedoing of U.3.5, EHIE November 12, 1942 = Personal
Account of, .

is 1 entered the port side of the pilot house at 1720 ship's
time to show the Captain a message that had bean decoded, the cry "Torpedol"
came from tha lockouts above, The Captaln and Officer-of-the-Deck wera on
the starboard wing of the bridge manesuvering the ship in an attempt to avold
being hit, Thae Officer-cf-the-Deck sounded the siren; 1 saw a torpedo's
spray and wake headed toward the starboard bow as it passed amidships; I
braced myself for the antlelipated blow. A fow seconds later the shock came,
not from the torpedo I had seen, but from another that hit the starboard
cuarter, A second explosion followed, not quite so severe as tha first, but
which I thought at the time was a second torpedo hit. The general alarm
sounded and then stopped due to power failure. Vhen awdliary power later
came on, the genaral slarm ad g=s alarm boeth sounded. llord was quickly
passed thit the gas alarm should be ignored, Those who hed breken out gas
masks culckly dropped them,

Looklng aft I asw a huve column of black smoke coming from
the hole in the side while smoll flames ate at the mein deck near the fantall.
Firs fiphting parties got to work instantly, With no pressuras on the hosas,
all sveilable extingquishers were rushed to the fire, but little prograss
against the fire wos made, Fuel oil kept pouring out of the hele, and flames
quickly converted it to smoke.

When I left the bridge for my general quarters station, I
asked the Captein what messoge he wanted sent, He seid, "EMIE torpedoed off
Curaceo," In the rediec room Gallasher reported no power, but & few mdnutes
later when awdliary power came on, Gallagher =ent the message I gave him:
WEITE torpedoad off Villematad." This differed from the Captain's instructions
only because in the excitement of the moment I could not remember "Curaceo,"
only "MHllemstad,"

The fire which raged aft scon enveleped number four gun ready
room, and frem that point in time rounds of ammnition pericdieslly exploded.
To provent further exploslions the Guanery Offlcer toock & party to the ready
room of number three pun and removed the powder baga, scme of which were
thrown overhoard,

A bucket brigade wos formed on tha main deck to help confine
the flames aft of the Admiral's cabln, but the increased number of amminitlon
axploaions and the spreading fire hegerded the men and mede the work ine-
aeffectual ,

In the meantime the clcseat eascort vessel, the U.5.5. SiRY,
layed down a depth charge barrage, part of which 1 cbaserved on cur starboard
side. 3She later cama alongaide with streams of water trained on our flaming
fual tank, but thisz also proved ineffectual snd she was orderad sway; I also
observed the GULF DAV, a Navy tanker in our convoy that had just been de=
tached, turn from her cocuse toward the harbor as though bent oa giving us aid,.
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She too was ordered awsy, however, while she was still well over a mlle awoy.

I returned to the bride snd asked Lisutenant Commander lowndes what he
wantad done with the secret and eonfidential publications in the code rcom,
He sald to bring the welpghted canvas bags to the bridge, which was scon
accomplished with the help of some rediomen. The HCM was disconnected and
made ready for throwing overboard, I returned to the bridge and after helping
to collact all resistered publications in the chart houses remained thers until
ordered to abandon ship.

Good speed was maintained after the initial stop until we
beached, The terpedo hit caused temporary severe list to starboard. The
ship cama back to an almost even keel, but as more and more water poured into
tha aft compartment, the immediate danger of capsizing became constantly more
eritlesl, As we anproached the beach we ssked n dutech motor torpedo boat that
came. alongside what spot we should head for. They peinted out Plscedere Bay.
e turned left toward it, but did not make it by several hundred yards. As
the ship grounded at about & 45 degree angle to the shore, she came up on an
aven keel and graduelly stopped.

"Now," said the Captain, "Let's get everything we've got on
that firel" With the lost moction of the ship the oll that had been flowlng in
the weke of the ship now spread forward along hoer sides and the danger of having
the entire ship surrounded -dth burning oll became apparent to gll. It was
only a few minmites later that "Abandon ship on thes port bow" was passed and
promptly obeyed. At all times the men showed commendable behavior, After
the initial excitement had died down all hands were extremely celm and hard
vorking. Thelr orderliness and freedom from any type of hysteria wes especially
noticegble on tha beach as they mustered by divisions and accounted for those
not presant, Army officers on the bench remarked that they were amazed at the
calmness and good diseipline of the men.

D. H.IHADEEH.
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COFY

13th llovember 19,2

Dear jdmiral Robinson:

I would like if I may to express to you the
gincere aympathy ol my staff & myself in the lLoss of
your fine ship the "ERIE" and in the very sad news
which we have Just heard that possibly six officers
have lost their iives., I had hoped that loss of iife
hed been avoided by the fine handling of the ship and
particularly ol the magnificent work of the engine
room staff in stieclking to their Job under what must

have been terrible conditions.

Yours sincerely,
G. L. RAYIE
(Captain, R.l.)

ENCLOSURE (E)
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1733

1736
1740
1740
1744
1744
1748
1749
1750
17656
1800
1801
1810
1812
lsle
18820
1823
1823
1815
1826

-

EXTRACTS FROM QUARTERMASTER'J NOTEBOOK

Steaminz es before, on verious courses patrelling station
under boiler No. 1, buse course S809T, 2081°pgo. ot 5/8
170 rpm 1l4.4 knots,.

0/C of cenvoy to 30097, 301%ge.

Ship torpedoasd on port (starboard) quarter, Fire broke out
nstern. All engines stopped., No power, (Starbourd engine),
U.8.5. SPRY mode attack,

Bhip listins to starbourd.- down by Btermns

Some power gained = starboard angine in use.(pcrt engire).
Stopped starboard eangine,

Cut in Fo, 2 boiler.

Explogion in efter magazine [ oxplosiond (i ready ssmunition room).
Explosion in after magazine (4 recdy ammuniticn room).
Explosion in after magazine (f4 ready ammunition room).

All enginos stopped.

Lowarad boat with injured.

ahenad on port angine heading toward beach pnorth of Willematad,
SFRY pessed alongside port (sturboard) pleying fire hosss an ship.
Commencead heaving povder over the sids from HNo, 5 ready room,
Stopped all engines,

Main deck aft under waters

Back Tull,

Ship beached.

011 on watear afire,

All hands ebandon ship.

{ ) Added by Commanding Officer ms correctionss

ENCLOZTRE "F%
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HEADOQUARTERS
CCSF/ALE=3 CARIBEEAMN SEA FRONTIER Stafr/jar
Serial: CB27 SARM JUAN, PUERTD RICO

BGHF‘UEHTIAL 25 December l942.

FIRST ENDORSEMENT to:
gonf. ltr. of C.0.,
U.5.5. ERIE rile PG50/
Al6-3/L11-1 Seriel 051
dated 12-9-42,

From: The Commander, Carlbbean Sea Frontler.
oy The Seecretary of the Navys
Subject: Report of the Torpedoing, Fire and Beaschling
of U.5.5. ERIE.
1. Forwarded.
v LD fJgﬁﬁgqi':: fr
T mAr -‘Iﬁ
" s A CLEVENT,
G 28 1942 Chief of Staff.
LU o B ;
wFile Ne (SO LS 1) G 5O
L B - . Tr'“ﬁtn_".
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